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Muscle, Deep Fascia to Deep Fascia, and Skin to 
Skin, after Deep Incisions of all Kinds.” This is but 
the practical application in general surgery of the 
principles upon which fractured bones, divided nerves 
and tendons, wounds of the veins, intestines and 
other hollow structures are now treated. But, as 
Mr. Keetly remarks, these forms of buried sutures 
have a narrow, and, though a very important, a lim¬ 
ited aim; the intestines, for example, being thus su¬ 
tured in order to prevent extravasation of feces. 

The method now under consideration, however, is 
intended to “influence the whole course and final 
result of wounds in general. For instance, let us 
suppose buried sutures of the first kind to have been 
used to unite the two ends of a divided nerve; the 
use of the other kind of buried sutures would now 
commence, and proceed as follows: Whatever mus¬ 
cles or aponeuroses had been divided in cutting down 
upon the nerve would be restored to their original 
relationships, and kept there by aseptic animal su¬ 
tures, such as carbolized catgut; then the wound in 
the deep fascia would be separately sewn up. Fin¬ 
ally, the wound in the skin would be closed by either 
catgut or silver, or whatever might be preferred.” 
The advantages claimed for this method are; that the 
necessity for drainage tubes is obviated. As no spaces 
or pockets are left in which blood or serum can col¬ 
lect, such collections do not occur; presuming, of: 
course, that all blood-vessels have been carefully se¬ 
cured, and that the wound has been made thoroughly i 
aseptic. The second advantage is that divided mus- 
cles and aponeuroses are so accurately sutured that 
perfect function is soon regained. The same is true 
of the deep fascia, which in some localities is of pri-! 
mary importance. Thirdly , deep, rough, and de-! 
pressed cicatrices are avoided; and fourthly , necrosis j 
of bone and sloughing of soft tissues are prevented. 

In support of the practicability and advantages of 
his method, Mr. Keetly refers to seventeen opera¬ 
tions, including two amputations of the thigh, and 
one of the leg, two excisions of the hip, one of eride- 
inent of the bones of the knee-joint, one wedge-oste¬ 
otomy of the hip, one osteotomy of the tibia and 
fibula, two suturings of fractured patellae, and one 
removal of sequestrum in necrosis of the symphysis 
pubis, with large abscess in the abdominal wall. In 
all of the seventeen cases, save two, “ the buried 
sutures have done all which sanguine hopes could 
expect of them.” He has also used this method with 
success in two cases of resection of the quadriceps 
extensor cruris, which operation, when performed for 
infantile paralysis with loose knees, Mr. Keetly does 
not think justifiable without the use of buried sutures. 


He especially recommends their use in operating on 
sebaceous cysts of the head. In concluding his 
paper, he says that it is only in strictly antiseptic 
surgery that he would venture to recommend the use 
of these sutures. 


INJURIES OF THE MAIN BLOODVESSELS IN 
j THE AXILLA CAUSED BY EFFORTS TO RE¬ 
DUCE DISLOCATIONS OF THE SHOULDER. 

! » 

Such is the title of a paper by Dr. Lewis A. 
iStimson, read before the New York Surgical Society 
on May 26. The paper is based on a collection of 
forty-four cases, thirteen of which were fatal without 
| operation, seven (all the cases) of double ligature 
fatal, six cases of recovery without operation, four 
cases of disarticulation at the shoulder with three 
j deaths, and fourteen cases of ligature of the sub- 
! clavian, with eight deaths and one unknown result. 

, In commenting upon these cases Dr. Stimson thinks 
| that it is a fair inference that conservative treatment 
may properly be tried at first, “ but should not he 
prolonged if the symptoms do not promptly yield; 
and, secondly, that in case of resort to operation, 
ligature of the subclavian artery or disarticulation at 
the shoulder is to be preferred to incision of the sac 
and double ligature of the artery.” 

It is especially important to remember that in at¬ 
tempted reduction of these cases of dislocation any 
rough manipulation whatever should be avoided, and 
that abduction, circumduction, violent traction and 
forced pressure in the axilla are especially danger¬ 
ous. It would seem that incision and liberation of 
the head of the bone, which has been tried in one 
case with success, is the preferable procedure in those 
cases in which conservative measures or gentle man¬ 
ipulation are of no avail. Injuries of the bloodves¬ 
sels are more liable to occur in proportion to the time 
that the dislocation has lasted, as the adhesions be¬ 
come very firm. “ Even a dislocated arm may be 
very useful, and the fatality of this accident, more 
than 70 per cent, of deaths, may well cause the sur¬ 
geon to hesitate to incur the risk merely for the sake 
of ameliorating a condition which does not endanger 
life and is quite compatible with activity and useful¬ 
ness.” 


TO SUBSCRIBERS, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

: The next issue of the Journal will complete the 
i fourth volume and the second year of the publica- 
; tion. That number will contain the official list of 
members in attendance upon the recent annual meet¬ 
ing of the American Medical Association, in New 
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Orleans, as furnished by the Permanent Secretary, a 
title page and a full index of the volume. As the 
number for the first week in July will commence a 
new volume and a new journal-year, it is a convenient 
time for new subscribers to commence their subscrip¬ 
tions, and for those who wish to become members of 
the Association to make their application to the 
Treasurer, Richard J. Dunglison, M. D., lock box 
1274, Philadelphia, Pa. There are on our mailing 
list a considerable number of both subscribers and 
members of the Association, who have not yet paid 
for the past year. It is very desirable that all these 
should pay up without further delay. Subscribers 
should remit to this office, and members to the Treas¬ 
urer, in Philadelphia. 


SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS. 


OHIO STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

(Concluded from page 66g.) 

THURSDAY, JUNE 4TH. SECOND DAY. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. J. C. Reeve, of Dayton, delivered 
THE president's ADDRESS. 

He spoke of the Evolution of the Science of Medi¬ 
cine. Though much that is imperfect still remains, 
medicine in the past or present compares favorably 
with law or theology. Medicine has always assumed 
the character of the age. For a long time it was 
bound to philosophy; but to-day it takes on the spirit 
of the age—active, practical, and advancing. He 
would have been a bold man who, at our meeting one 
year ago, would have told us that before our next 
meeting together we would have discarded ether and 
chloroform for diseases of the eye. There is an ab¬ 
sence of any general theory of disease. Theories 
and hypotheses are the servants of the human mind. 
Systems are its masters. All systems owe their origin 
to some defect in the science of medicine at the time 
they began. They did a little good, but the greatest 
part passed into oblivion. Homoeopathy, its dosage 
and incongruities, received their share of attention. 
Homoeopathy has endured for three-quarters of a 
century. During that time the regular profession has 
discovered the stethoscope, ophthalmoscope, laryngo¬ 
scope, ether, chloroform, chloral, cocaine, etc. 

The following officers were elected : 

OFFICERS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 

President, W. Morrow Beach, of London; ist Vice- 
President, H. C. Gill, of Cleveland; 2d Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, H. R. Kelley, of Gallion; 3d Vice-President, 
Thomas Mackbreit, of Akron; 4th Vice-President, 
J. D. Roberson, of Wooster; Treasurer and Libra¬ 
rian, T. W. Jones, of Columbus; Secretary, G. A. 
Collamore, of Toledo ; Assistant Secretary, E. C. 
Bush, of Zanesville. 


Dr. Himes, of Cleveland, presented a very inter¬ 
esting essay on Cases Connected with Life Insurance 
Examinations , with remarks. 

Dr. G. W. Ryan, of Cincinnati, read a report on the 

INFLUENCE OF SPINAL IRRITATION AS AN ORTHO¬ 
PAEDIC FACTOR. 

The influence of spinal irritation in the production 
of various deformities was carefully pointed out and 
numerous cases cited in proof of the author’s state¬ 
ments. An interesting case of spasmodic clubfoot 
was related, which was readily relieved by treatment 
directed to the spine. Two other cases, who had 
been unable to walk for years because of this condi¬ 
tion, were cured within a comparatively short time. 
The essayist placed little reliance upon the remedies 
ordinarily recommended. He had seen no good ef¬ 
fect from the use of phosphorus, strychnia, or ergot. 
He had no experience in the use of opium. The 
proper and efficacious treatment is by means of blist¬ 
ers or the actual cautery applied along the spine. 
Spinal support is of benefit. Faradism and massage 
were valuable adjuvants to treatment. 

Akron was chosen as the next place of meeting, to 
be held on the first Wednesday, Thursday or Friday 
in June, 1886. 

Dr. W.m. T. Corlett, of Cleveland, read a paper 
on 

DISEASES OF THE SKIN OF REFLEX NERVOUS ORIGIN. 

Two distinct varieties of nervous cutaneie present 
themselves to the clinical observer. One is a senso- 
neurosis, the characteristic feature being a disturbance 
! of cutaneous sensation unaccompainied by any visi¬ 
ble lesion. Impressions made on the peripheral nerves 
are transferred ere they reach the sensorium commune , 
and are recognized as coming from parts more or less 
distant from their actual source. Transferred impres¬ 
sions may be found in other diseases than those of 
the skin. The surgeon looks to the hip joint for the 
source of pain which the patient finds in his knee, 
and sounds for stone in the bladder when pain is 
complained of in the glans penis. The second vari¬ 
ety is a tropho-neurosis, which is characterized by 
anomalies of nutrition. Impressions are transmitted 
more readily from cell to cell when the latter are in 
a state of exhaustion. Thus, a sudden or unexpected 
noise, or a flash of light, will call out motor and vaso¬ 
motor action. 

Pruritus is a representative senso-neurosis, being a 
disease sui genet is and not a mere accompaniment 
of cutaneous inflammation. After several years of 
study on this subject let me summarize as follows: 
Pruritus of the palms and soles is usually met with in 
females having some mild affection of the uterus of 
long standing, pruritus of the scalp in those suffering 
from subinvolution of the uterus or with a ruptured 
perineum. Pruritus vulvce unaccompanied by a vag¬ 
inal discharge is a common symptom of pregnancy. 
In males the most troublesome pruritus occurs in the 
genito-anal region. It is often difficult to diagnosti¬ 
cate this affection from eczema, on account of the 
delicate skin of the parts. When he first encountered 
: this disease, the writer called it eczema. He does 
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